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Message Text 


TAGS: PINT, PFOR, JA, IS, EG, IR, SA 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT SUGGESTS TEL AVIV STOP FOR FUKUDA 


REF: CAIRO 16467 


1. SUMMARY: UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM SUGGESTED TO 
AMBASSADOR TOGO THAT PM FUKUDA INCLUDE A STOP IN ISRAEL 
ON HIS PLANNED MIDDLE EAST TRIP. SUCH A MOVE MIGHT 
IMPROVE THE ATMOSPHERE IN ISRAEL AND WOULD BE A POSITIVE 
FACTOR FOR BOTH U.S. AND JAPANESE INTERESTS IN THE AREA. 
END SUMMARY. 


2. UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM BROUGHT UP PM FUKUDA’S FORTH- 
COMING MIDDLE EAST TRIP DURING A DISCUSSION OF OTHER 
TOPICS WITH AMBASSADOR TOGO. AMBASSADOR TOGO NOTED THAT 
TENTATIVE ITINERARY HAS PM VISITING EGYPT, SAUDI ARABIA 
SECRET 
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AND IRAN. NEWSOM ASKED WHETHER ISRAEL HAD BEEN INCLUDED. 
TOGO RESPONDED IN THE NEGATIVE. 


3. UNDER SECRETARY TOLD TOGO THAT THERE WAS A GENERAL 
VIEW IN DEPARTMENT THAT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR PM TO STOP 
IN ISRAEL. EA DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OAKLEY, NOTING 
JAPAN'S SIGNIFICANT INTEREST IN THE AREA, ADDED THAT U.S. 
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WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE JAPANESE SUPPORT IN KEEPING 

MIDDLE EAST SITUATION FROM GETTING OUT OF CONTROL. 

UNDER SECRETARY POINTED OUT THAT TENSIONS IN ISRAEL 
TEND TO RISE AS THEY SEE SIGNIFICANT WORLD LEADERS 
VISITING COUNTRIES AROUND THEM AND THAT ONE COULD SEE 
THE SAME TENDENCIES IN THE ARAB COUNTRIES IN THE AREA. 

WE NOTED THAT THESE CONSIDERATIONS HAD RECENTLY FORCED 
US TO EXTEND THE VICE PRESIDENT S TRIP TO INCLUDE EGYPT. 

4. UNDER SECRETARY ADDED THAT WE WERE NOT SEEKING TO 
INVOLVE GOJ IN THE INTRICATE AND OFTEN DISAPPOINTING 
TASK OF NEGOTIATING IN THE MIDDLE EAST. ISRAEL JUST 
NOW IS IN A VERY SENSITIVE PERIOD, FEELING VERY ISOLATED 
WITH A SENSE OF BEING BELEAGUERED. THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
TRUE OF PRESENT GOVERNMENT AT PRESENT TIME. UNEASE ABOUT 
RELATIONS WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD MAKES THE SEARCH 
FOR PEACE EVEN MORE DIFFICULT. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL, HE 
CONCLUDED, IF OTHER LEADERS COULD VISIT ISRAEL BOTH TO 
EASE THIS SENSE OF ISOLATION AND TO STRESS THAT PEACE 
WOULD SERVE ISRAEL S INTERESTS AS WELL AS THOSE OF 
EVERYONE ELSE. 

VANCE 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 172824 ACTION TOKYO JULY 8. 

QUOTE: SECRET STATE 172824 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, JA, IS, EG, IR, SA 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT SUGGESTS TEL AVIV STOP FOR FUKUDA 

REF: CAIRO 16467 

1. SUMMARY: UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM SUGGESTED TO 
AMBASSADOR TOGO THAT PM FUKUDA INCLUDE A STOP IN ISRAEL 
ON HIS PLANNED MIDDLE EAST TRIP. SUCH A MOVE MIGHT 
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IMPROVE THE ATMOSPHERE IN ISRAEL AND WOULD BE A POSITIVE 
FACTOR FOR BOTH U.S. AND JAPANESE INTERESTS IN THE AREA. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM BROUGHT UP PM FUKUDA'S FORTH- 
COMING MIDDLE EAST TRIP DURING A DISCUSSION OF OTHER 
TOPICS WITH AMBASSADOR TOGO. AMBASSADOR TOGO NOTED THAT 
TENTATIVE ITINERARY HAS PM VISITING EGYPT, SAUDI ARABIA 
AND IRAN. NEWSOM ASKED WHETHER ISRAEL HAD BEEN INCLUDED. 
TOGO RESPONDED IN THE NEGATIVE. 

3. UNDER SECRETARY TOLD TOGO THAT THERE WAS A GENERAL 
VIEW IN DEPARTMENT THAT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR PM TO STOP 
IN ISRAEL. EA DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OAKLEY, NOTING 
JAPAN'S SIGNIFICANT INTEREST IN THE AREA, ADDED THAT U.S. 
WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE JAPANESE SUPPORT IN KEEPING 

MIDDLE EAST SITUATION FROM GETTING OUT OF CONTROL. 

UNDER SECRETARY POINTED OUT THAT TENSIONS IN ISRAEL 
TEND TO RISE AS THEY SEE SIGNIFICANT WORLD LEADERS 
VISITING COUNTRIES AROUND THEM AND THAT ONE COULD SEE 
THE SAME TENDENCIES IN THE ARAB COUNTRIES IN THE AREA. 

WE NOTED THAT THESE CONSIDERATIONS HAD RECENTLY FORCED 
US TO EXTEND THE VICE PRESIDENT S TRIP TO INCLUDE EGYPT. 

4. UNDER SECRETARY ADDED THAT WE WERE NOT SEEKING TO 
INVOLVE GOJ IN THE INTRICATE AND OFTEN DISAPPOINTING 
TASK OF NEGOTIATING IN THE MIDDLE EAST. ISRAEL JUST 
NOW IS IN A VERY SENSITIVE PERIOD, FEELING VERY ISOLATED 
WITH A SENSE OF BEING BELEAGUERED. THIS IS PARTICULARLY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


TRUE OF PRESENT GOVERNMENT AT PRESENT TIME. UNEASE ABOUT 
RELATIONS WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD MAKES THE SEARCH 
FOR PEACE EVEN MORE DIFFICULT. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL, HE 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 172824 

CONCLUDED, IF OTHER LEADERS COULD VISIT ISRAEL BOTH TO 
EASE THIS SENSE OF ISOLATION AND TO STRESS THAT PEACE 
WOULD SERVE ISRAEL S INTERESTS AS WELL AS THOSE OF 
EVERYONE ELSE. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 
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